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On behalf of the Naples Airport Noise Compatibility Committee, I am 
pleased to present the 2021 NCC Annual Report. This year, our efforts 
focused on two main objectives: educating pilots on how to Fly Safe Fly 
Quiet, and ensuring continued progress on the airport’s Part 150 Noise 
and Land Use Compatibility Study.

In fiscal year 2021, jet operations at Naples 
Airport increased by nearly 31 percent over 
2020. Yet despite the additional traffic, our 
flying community clearly understands the 
importance of the airport’s voluntary nighttime 
curfew, and compliance remains above 98 
percent. 

The airport began its noise study in late 
2019 and we have made significant progress 
during that time. In 2021 the airport finalized 
and submitted the Noise Exposure Maps 
(NEMs), which show existing and future noise 
levels surrounding the airport. FAA approval 
was received in December 2021 and signifies completion of Phase 1 of 
the Noise Study. 

The Airport Authority made a considerable effort to engage with the 
entire community throughout Phase 1, offering nearly 30 presentations 
to neighborhood associations, community organizations and public 
agencies, and hosting several virtual and in-person open houses. It 
is our hope that our stakeholders and neighbors continue to actively 
participate and provide feedback during Phase 2. 

Phase 2 of the Noise Study will build on the NEMs and begin the Noise 
Compatibility Program, enabling the airport to propose alternatives and 
options for addressing aircraft noise to our federal partners. Notably, the 
NAA has chosen to completely self-fund this phase of the Noise Study, 
a significant financial investment that will allow us to avoid unnecessary 
delays. Phase 2 began in earnest in November and includes several 
opportunities for residents, neighbors, and stakeholders to participate. 

As I complete my term as Chair of the NCC, I would like to thank my 
colleagues on the Committee, the Board of Commissioners, the 
Technical Advisory Committee, NAA staff, consultants, and our citizens 
who have contributed to the success of the Noise Study. Your interest 
and feedback will help to create a Noise Compatibility Program that best 
suits our community.

The Part 150 Noise Study provides a framework for the airport and local community, including tenants, pilots, neighbors, 
and the FAA, to evaluate opportunities to address community concerns regarding existing and future noise exposure.

Public participation is one of the most important aspects of the Part 150 Noise Study process, and the NAA is committed to 
providing transparent access to study information to the public and stakeholders. All study documents and presentations 
are available at www.flynaples.com/noisestudy/part-150-noise-study-documents. 

By offering multiple public meeting opportunities, two-way communication is made possible between the NAA and 
partners, including the FAA, airport customers, and the local community. NAA staff are always available to answer 
questions or meet with neighborhoods, organizations, or community groups. This open communication promotes 
understanding of the study process, enhances the perspectives of all involved parties and ultimately results in a more 
thorough and meaningful outcome. 

It’s important to note that the NAA’s efforts in voluntarily undertaking this study are to help the FAA update its local 
policies and programs, but the ultimate decisions about current and future noise mitigation and aircraft operations lie 
solely with the FAA.

Cliff Holland

Participation Results in a More Thorough Outcome
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Leadership Statement PART 150 Noise and Land Use Compatibility Study Update

The nine-member Noise 
Compatibility Committee 

monitors aircraft noise impacts, 
receives public input and 

makes recommendations about 
noise mitigation procedures for 

consideration by the Naples 
Airport Authority.

NCC Highlights

98.5% COMPLIANCE – Compliance with the voluntary nighttime curfew remains 
above the NAA’s goal of 98%.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH – The NAA continued to engage with the community 
on the Part 150 Noise Study in 2021, despite COVID-19 restrictions. The airport and its 
noise consultant offered 15 community outreach meetings and events; 14 public briefings 
through airport and regional partners’ channels as well as 7 in-person and virtual open 
houses to review the final NEMs.   

Quiet Hours
10 p.m. - 7 a.m.

Noise Comment Hotline: 
239-643-1879

www.FlyNaples.com/about-
noise-abatement

In 2021, the Naples Airport Authority (NAA) continued with 
the Part 150 Noise Study, a federally regulated process 
for determining noise impacts and evaluating potential 
mitigation techniques while preserving the airport’s safety 
and operational capabilities. The airport initiated this study 
in late 2019 because, despite federal guidelines indicating 
that aircraft noise exposure has generally decreased over 
time, jet activity in the region has increased in recent 
years. This voluntary two-phase process allows the NAA 
to advocate on behalf of the community in addressing the 
effects of aircraft noise.  

Phase 1 of the study included the preparation the Noise 
Exposure Map (NEM) report, which received FAA approval 
in December. The NEM report depicts the features and 
land uses that surround an airport within various sound 
levels. 

Beginning November 2021, Phase 2 will develop the Noise 
Compatibility Plan (NCP). The NCP identifies and evaluates 
potential noise mitigation and abatement alternatives to 

address community feedback. Numerous supplemental 
analyses will be developed at the request of the Technical 
Advisory Committee, elected officials and the public. The 
NAA is investing more than $1 million in this important 
phase of the project to ensure it moves forward without 
unnecessary delays.

The NCP will result in recommendations for an 
implementation plan that could address air traffic control 
opportunities, runway usage, arrival and departure 
procedures, and compatible zoning. This plan will be 
submitted to the FAA for review and approval of individual 
noise abatement techniques and policies.

The community is strongly encouraged to remain 
engaged throughout Phase 2. There will be many public 
opportunities to review data, talk to subject-matter 
experts, have questions answered, and provide input 
that will be incorporated into developing the NCP.  NAA 
staff is also available to present to community groups 
and organizations.

Making Progress:  Phase 1 Wrap Up; Phase 2 Look Ahead

Our gratitude to Russell Tuff, 
Ernest Linneman and Bruce 
Byerly for their service and 
contributions during their terms 
on the committee.
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