
 
 

 

Just the facts… 

Below are responses to some of the most frequently asked questions regarding what the Naples Airport 
Authority (NAA) can and cannot do while fulfilling its’ purpose to provide a safe, efficient, and financially 

sustainable airport that best serves the overall interests of the community 

Flight paths 
The NAA cannot regulate aircraft in flight or dictate flight paths. All aspects of airspace and flight paths are 
regulated by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on the basis of safety and efficiency. 

 
The NAA can work with the FAA to recommend procedures that better address community concerns so long 
as they meet safety and operating requirements. Naples Airport completed a Part 150 Noise Study in 2024 
and hired a firm to implement new FAA-approved arrival procedures in October 2025. The new arrival 
procedures increase the altitude of arrivals and result in less noise in residential areas. The NAA is still 
working to develop updated departure procedures. 

Voluntary nighttime curfew from 10 p.m. – 7 a.m. 
The NAA cannot impose a mandatory curfew or fines for those that operate during the voluntary curfew. 
Federal law (the Airport Noise and Capacity Act of 1990) prevents airports from imposing any restrictions 
unless approved by the FAA. Curfews and other restrictions that were in place before 1990 (e.g., John Wayne 
Airport, Orange County, Calif.) are grandfathered. The FAA has never approved a restriction. 

 
Naples Airport can maintain a voluntary curfew as part of its Fly Safe Fly Quiet program. We aggressively 
encourage aircraft operators to avoid operations between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. Voluntary curfew violators are 
contacted, and a report is published each month at www.flynaples.com. Compliance is currently 98.4%. 

Volume of flights and use of other airports 
The NAA cannot restrict the total number of flights nor direct pilots to use alternate airports. In 2025, the 
airport had 125,926 takeoffs and landings. Runways at public airports are like public highways such as I-75 
and US 41 and are required to remain open 24/7 in accordance with federal law. Aircraft operators choose 
Naples Airport because it’s nearest to the passenger/owner’s final destination.  

 
The NAA can work with the FAA to manage traffic flow during peak periods through a process called 
metering, which limits the number of arrivals per hour to help ensure the safe and efficient movement of 
aircraft on the ground. Demand during peak periods, typically holidays and weekends throughout the winter 
season, often exceeds the airport’s capacity, and these traffic management techniques maintain aviation 
safety while helping to reduce noise impacts. A recent analysis indicates the Naples Airports ultimate 
capacity ranges from 140,000-155,000 takeoffs and landings per year. Peak days are already at capacity with 
some aircraft choosing to use alternate airports in Southwest Florida. 

75,000-lb Weight Limit  
The NAA cannot prohibit any operator, including private aircraft, business aviation, flight schools, or airlines, 
from using the airport, provided they can safely operate within the FAA-approved 75,000-lb gross takeoff 
weight limit. 



 
 
 

Invested in Noise Abatement  
Since 2000, Naples Airport Authority has invested more than $12 million in noise abatement initiatives, 
including noise studies, the voluntary nighttime curfew, a ban on older and louder aircraft, flight procedures, 
noise monitoring and reporting systems, public outreach and operator education, monthly curfew 
compliance notifications, and ongoing community engagement through the Noise Compatibility Committee.  

 

Safety Highlights 

Safety Management System (SMS) 
In 2021, Naples Airport voluntarily implemented a Safety Management System (SMS). SMS is a formal, top-
down, system-wide approach to managing safety risks. Unlike many traditional safety programs that focus 
on meeting basic standards, SMS is proactive, process-driven, and data-inspired. Two years later, more than 
200 U.S. airports were mandated by the FAA to implement SMS, including Naples. 
  
International Standard for Business Aircraft Handling (IS-BAH) Stage 2 certification 
In 2025, Naples Aviation, the sole provider of fuel operated by the Naples Airport, achieved one of the 
highest safety milestones in the aviation industry: International Standard for Business Aircraft Handling (IS-
BAH) Stage 2 certification from the International Business Aviation Council. This certification affirms that 
Naples Airport Authority has a mature Safety Management System, documented standard operating 
procedures, a robust training program, and top-notch facilities and equipment. 
 
On-site fire station 
In 2019, the NAA built a new on-airport fire station to withstand hurricanes and flooding. It is equipped to 
respond to both on- and off-airport emergencies. The NAA partners with the City of Naples Fire Department 
to staff the facility 24/7, at no expense to taxpayers, at the NAA’s expense of more than $1.3 million per year. 
 
Wildlife management 
Naples Airport received the Florida Airports Council’s J. Bryan Cooper Environmental Award for its 
comprehensive wildlife management program, including a falconry service that routinely visits the airfield 
with trained hawks to deter birds away from the path of aircraft. 
 
Runway safety 
Last year, NAA completed several projects intended to enhance runway safety, such as installation of 
runway warning lights, perimeter service roads to remove vehicles from having to cross active runways and 
relocating a taxiway to reduce risk of a pilot inadvertently entering a runway. 
 
A more resilient airfield 
Beginning in 2026, the NAA will replace the airfield lighting as a result of damage sustained during Hurricane 
Ian. The new lighting and equipment will be a water-resistant system raised further above ground level, 
ensuring it can stand up to future storm events due to the critical nature of the airport following a hurricane. 
NAA worked closely with the FAA during design, which will result in a new national standard for coastal 
airports subject to storm surge, helping airports across the U.S. to become more resilient. 
 
Emergency response 
The airport is also home to critical public services such as the Collier County Sheriff’s Office, Naples Fire-
Rescue Department, U.S. Customs and Border Control, Collier County MedFlight and other organizations that 
provide critical public services throughout Southwest Florida. 


